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an atmosphere of frivolity and idleness;  nothing
seems further from the actual facts.

Such was the devotion of the French to their
king that it was with emotion they learned of a
short illness sustained on 3ist July 1726. But it
was a harmless ailment caused by too lavish a diet,
and an existence that would have wearied the best
constitution in the world; fortunately three bleed-
ings saved the monarch. Paris showed a spon-
taneous joy, the Due de Gesvres had a display of
fireworks; but the anguish caused by an event
which could have had grave consequences was
felt again in 1742 more severely and with more
reason.

Scarcely were the rejoicings over, and scarcely
had Parliament offered up a Te Deum of thanks-
giving when Marie Leczinska fell ill; for three
days she hovered between life and death; dismayed
doctors hastened to her bedside, a confessor
administered to her the last sacrament; and prayers
were made everywhere to Heaven to save her.
Everyone feared small-pox; Louis XV did not
enter her room for four days; the courtiers passed
on the most disquieting rumours; but they were
not fulfilled, and the queen began to recover.
Stanislas Leczinska reveals in a letter the cause of
this illness: Marie had eaten one hundred and
eighty oysters and drunk four glasses of beer; her
excesses at table upset a sound constitution;
besides, moderation and restraint were unknown
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